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REVIEWS AND BOOK NOTICES. 227 

Beitraege zur Kentniss der vedischen Schulen, von Dr. Richard Simon. 
Kiel, 1889. 

The question of the Vedic schools has been treated often, prior to the appear- 
ance of this little book : see e. g. Weber, Indische Studien, I 149 fg., 289 fg. ; 
IH"247fg.; XIII 430 fg. ; Omina und Portenta, p. 41 2 fg. ; Indische Litera- 
turgeschichte, p. 34 fg., 170, etc. ; Max Mttller, Ancient Sanskrit Literature, p. 
371 fg. ; Rajendralalamitra in the introduction to the Gopathabrahmana, p. 6 • 
Roth, Der Atharva-Veda in Kaschmir, p. 24 fg. ; Bloomfield, J. A. O. S. XI, 
P- 377 - 8. The chief native sources for this subject are : I. The caranavyuhas. 
One, counted as the fifth paricista of the White Yajur-Veda ; another figures 
as the 49th paricista of the AV., dealing with the same subject in shorter 
form. 2. Incidental mention of school-names in Panini, the Mahabhasya, and 
other literature accessory to Panini. 3. The late over-systematic reports of 
commentators and the puranas. 4. Incidental mention throughout Vedic litera- 
ture itself. 

Simon's work contains two parts. First an introduction, in which he collects 
and discusses all that has been said on the subject prior to his own production. 
As the book is furnished with a good index, the value of this effort cannot be 
impugned ; any given name of a Vedic teacher can with this help be traced 
back to the texts in which it is mentioned, and the value and scope of the 
tradition can be controlled. The second part of the work consists in the 
edition of the introduction to the Samskaraganapati of Ramakrsna, which 
deals almost entirely with the same question. I cannot ascribe to this text 
any particular value in reference to this question : Ramakrsna's knowledge on 
the subject is derived from the latest stratum of Indian tradition ; it stands 
about on the same level as the reports of a single purana on the same point. 
The liberality with which authors of this sort borrow from any quarter whither 
their studies may have directed them is well known. To cite one instance 
we may mention the cloka, p. 41 : omkara$ca -tha$abda$ ca dvav etau brahmaimh 
purd I gariddu bhittvd viniskrdntdu tena mangalikav ub/fdu. Ramakrsna says 
that he has derived this verse from the commentary to a praticakhya. I have 
found the verse, with many variants, both in thebhasyaof the Vaj. Prat. I 17; in 
the Tribhasyaratna of theTait. Prat. ; in the Grhyasarhgraha,II 9; in Acaditya's 
(or Acarka's) unpublished commentary on the Karmapradipa ; in Govindananda's 
gloss to Cankara's Brahmasutrabhasya. It is likely to occur in a dozen or 
more texts of this sort. 

Ramakrsna's introduction bears this character throughout. His sources are 
the very poorest imaginable. I should not consider any name of a Vedic 
teacher as authentic on his authority merely. He reports e. g. as the nina 
cakhas of the AV. the pdippa/dh, dantah, pradantah, tantdh, duntdh, brahmadd- 
baldli, (dunaki, devidarci, and carariavidyds. I shall endeavor to show else- 
where that the statement in reference to this point, made by the caranavyuha 
of the AV., is according to good MSS as follows : tatra brahmavedasya nava 
bheda bhavanti tad yathd \ pdippalddds tdudd mduddTh (duna/elyd jajald jaladd 
brahmavadd devadar$d§ cdranavdidyd( ca ; see Kaucika-sutra, introduction, p. 
xxxii. This statement is shown, ibid., to be correct, because these school- 
names are known in actual Atharvan literature. The many blundering reports 
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of this same list, of which Ramakrsna's offers a fair specimen, are due to false 
MS readings, to more or less conscious malformation of these names on the 
part of later writers, and to later additions. 

Clearly, the way to render an ultimately correct account of the Vedic schools 
will be to rely solely on the reports of the Vedas themselves. Just as the 
dhatupatha has given way to an independent account of Sanskrit roots, derived 
from the language itself, so must the future account of Vedic teachers and other 
celebrities ignore the over-systematic, garbled collections of late texts. 

Simon's work is done with excellent judgment and great care as to every 
detail. There is evident promise of valuable work in the future in this, his 
first effort. 

Maurice Bloomfield. 



